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Is true, there is no reason at all for disappointment. Swaraj
consists in our efforts to win it. If it is not won at the first at-
tempt, we may make a second, a third, as many more as neces-
sary. With every attempt, we shall advance. Has our labour
of the last fifteen months been wasted ?
He who does not know which direction to take may feel dis-
appointed. If we know that swaraj can be won only by following
the path of non-violence and we discover that, in place of the
spirit of non-violence which we thought prevailed, people har-
boured violence, we should clearly see that our progress lies in sus-
pending civil disobedience. If an army which has been advan-
cing in the belief that the road ahead is clear comes upon a moat,
does its progress lie in jumping into it? Does it not lie rather
in abandoning the wrong path and seeking the right one or in
stopping to build a bridge over the moat? What would history
say of an army which, standing in despair beside the moat, fills
it with its tears?
NON-CO-OPERATION NOT UNDERSTOOD
Such disappointment only shows that one has not understood
the meaning of non-co-operation. The foundation stone of swa-
raj was laid when non-co-operation was started. The slave who
stops saluting his master, is he not freed from that very day? Let
the master kick him, abuse him, hang him. The slave has
stopped saluting. He has realized that he was a slave. What does
he care if the master does not acknowledge him a free man ? His
strength increases with the latter's resistance, because it is a chal-
lenge to him.
So long as we are firm in our determination to secure justice
about the Punjab, to heal the Khilafat wound, to win swaraj and
also to stick to non-co-operation till we have succeeded in these
aims, what reason do we have to feel disappointed?
When the War with Germany started, the British had expec-
ted that it would end in two months. Lord Gurzon thought that
he would have his Christmas dinner in Berlin. December 1914
passed and the War continued till December 1920; did this mean
that the British were defeated? Liege was lost, so was Namur.
France was run over by Germans right up to Paris. Did France
admit defeat? So long as a warrior continues to fight, how can he
be regarded as having been defeated? While the fight continues,
strategy after strategy is planned, schemes of encirclement are
tried out, tunnels are made through hills and bridges built over
moats. It is thus that men and even nations are moulded. To